
Delta County Fire Protection District No. 4 

Minutes of the August 14, 2023, Board Meeting 

 

 

Call to Order at 6:40 pm 

 

Members Present:  Bill Long, Dan Miller, Zach Hotchkiss, Kathy Welt 

Other Attendees:  Doug Fritz, Diane Walker, David Prosser 

 

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING: 

 The minutes of the July 10, 2023, board meeting were read and approved on a motion from 

Zach Hotchkiss and seconded by Dan Miller. 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT: 

 Checking Account:  $103,297.56 

 Special Projects Checking Account: $    4,467.06 

 Bonds/CDs:  $759,837.51 

 Firemen’s Fund:  $    4,896.41 

 Kathy Welt made a motion to accept the treasurer’s report, Dan Miller seconded, and the 

motion passed. The credit card bill and the bills paid since the last meeting were reviewed and 

approved on a motion from Bill Long and seconded by Zach Hotchkiss. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE:  A thank you card was received from the county commissioners. 

 

FIRE CHIEF AND OFFICERS’ REPORTS: 

Fires and other calls:  16 calls – 1 swift water rescue, 1 landing zone, 1 car fire, 4 vehicle 

accidents, 9 wildfires. 

Equipment:  Problems with suction devices for drafting; all else up and running. 

Training: The fire trailer will be here at the end of the month through the first couple days of 

September. 

Personnel:  New firefighter Nathan Head. Mario Pagone has returned his gear including the 

cell phone. Doug gave a report on the CERFers. 

Grants:  Doug updated the AFG grant; biannual reports must be done for a year or two. 

 Health and Safety grant is finished and the grant money has been received. 

 House Bill 116 – Kaden and Niki are working on this 100% grant and they are asking for 

almost $30K for turnout gear. 

Building Maintenance:  John Tujague has been painting around the stations, David Prosser 

painted lines in the parking lot, there have been some issues with the solar. 

Subdivisions:  There are some new addresses for homes being built on existing properties. 

 The Hotchkiss clinic wants to take the upper area of their building and turn it into office 

spaces. The town kept us from reviewing the plans when the building was being built, and 

we would have commented about the upper space if we had been allowed to review the 

plans. They need a fire escape, a catwalk, and additional remodeling of the upstairs space. 

 There are problems with the egress from the upstairs in the Marta house on Pinon and 

Hotchkiss Ave. There will be a pot shop on Pinon and Bridge Street; a modular has been 

pulled in and the existing house is being remodeled. West McKee has asked for his Willow 

Heights property to be annexed into the town. 



Other: Doug was asked to write the After Action Review for a car wreck with a fatality on 

Highway 65 on July 8. There were a lot of challenges directing traffic on that call. The 

investigative person had to come from Alamosa and the highway was closed for 6.5 hours. 

 Minnesota Creek fire – we had more equipment on the fire than Paonia. We were able to 

get the aircraft in for free on this fire. Doug is not writing the After Action Review. 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS REPORT:  No report. 

 

OLD OR CONTINUED BUSINESS: 

Pension Board:  No report. 

5 Year Plan: House Bill grant 

1 Year Plan: Refinance Hotchkiss station mortgage 

   

NEW BUSINESS: 

Purchase Requests: A pressure washer has been purchased for Redlands Mesa. Doug bought 

four new helmets at $180 each, and five particulate hoods at $70 each. 

Other: The county has asked us to inventory every radio we have. It will take a lot of time to 

input the serial numbers on the computer database. 

  

The meeting was adjourned at 7:41 pm. 

 

Future fire board meetings: 

 October 9 

 November 13 

 December 11 

  

  

 


