
Delta County Fire Protection District No. 4 

Minutes of the March 13, 2023, Board Meeting 

 

 

Call to Order at 6:30 pm 

 

Members Present:  Bill Long, Dan Miller, Kathy Welt, Cresta Pene 

Other Attendees:  Doug Fritz, Diane Walker 

 

 

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING: 

 The minutes of the February 13, 2023, board meeting were read and approved on a motion 

from Cresta Pene and seconded by Kathy Welt. 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT: 

 Checking Account:  $105,105.42 

 Money Market:  $  26,662.92 

 Special Projects Checking Account: $    4,417.06 

 Bonds/CDs:  $765,523.32 

 Firemen’s Fund:  $    4,710.66   

Kathy Welt made a motion to accept the treasurer’s report, Cresta Pene seconded, and the motion 

passed. Dan Miller made a motion to donate $250 to North Fork High School to be used for 

student attendees of the FBLA state conference being held in April, Cresta Pene seconded, and 

the motion passed. The board agreed to cancel the credit card in the name of Steve Schroder, and 

to increase the credit limit on Diane Walker’s card to $5,000. The credit card bill and the bills 

paid since the last meeting were reviewed and approved on a motion from Kathy Welt and 

seconded by Cresta Pene. Diane will look into moving the money market funds into the Colorado 

Surplus Asset Fund Trust (CSAFE) where it will earn more interest. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE:  We received a thank you card for our donation to the sheep dog trials. 

 Doug has been talking to Ted Young from FEMA about our grant. 

 Doug will be attending a meeting tomorrow about the county’s Hazardous Mitigation Plan. 

 We’ve been invited to have a table at the NFAA Health and Safety Fair on Sat., April 29. 

 

FIRE CHIEF AND OFFICERS’ REPORTS: 

Fires and other calls:  8 calls – 4 vehicle accidents, 2 CO alarms, 1 landing zone, and a drone 

search in Somerset. 

Equipment:  All good. Foam system alert device failed and it’s being replaced. 

Training: RT130 held the second week of February. Niki Carpenter attended the wildfire 

academy in Colorado Springs in February. 

Personnel:  No report. 

Grants:  VFA grant purchases have been made. 

 FEMA grant – Five vendor presentations held last week and tonight. Civil Rights 

committee was formed with Kathy Welt, Niki Carpenter, and Jeff Rodarte as members. The 

bid deadline to order the air packs is this Friday and Doug will meet with the other 

departments to decide on a vendor. The FEMA prices for the grant are from 2021 so we 

will need to pay the difference from that and what prices are now, plus 5% of our share of 

the air packs. 



Building Maintenance:  Going well. It has been cloudy and there has been very little solar 

advantage. 

Subdivisions:  Jan Vandenberg is turning the Marta house into a duplex and there are lots of 

issues. Doug is working with the building inspector and the town. 

 An RV space is being put in on Hotchkiss Avenue where the trailer burned down. 

 Former doctor’s clinic is being turned into a restaurant. 

Other: Fire chief vehicle – Elizabeth fire chief has a 2010 Tahoe with approximately 90K 

miles on it and he is getting permission tomorrow to sell the vehicle. 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS REPORT:  No report. 

 

OLD OR CONTINUED BUSINESS: 

 Pension Board:  Doug has been buying $50k in mortgage bonds. 

5 Year Plan:  Air packs purchased with the FEMA grant. 

1 Year Plan:  Meeting with Kacy Stillings of Bank of Colorado on Tuesday, March 14, 

about the department loans. 

   

NEW BUSINESS: 

Purchase Requests: We will be spending money for the upcoming Leroux Creek exercise but 

we’ll be getting most of the money back. 

2023 Election: The election has been cancelled, and Kathy Welt, Cresta Pene, and Dan 

Miller are board members for 4-year terms. They will be sworn in at the May 8 board 

meeting. 

2022 Audit – Diane was contacted by Willy from our CPA firm and we are going to have to 

do an audit because our expenses were over $750k. We received an audit agreement that 

Bill Long signed, and Diane will get the signed agreement back to Soronen, Donley, and 

Patterson. 

  

The meeting was adjourned at 8:05 pm. 

 

Future fire board meetings: 

 May 8 

 June 12 

 July 10 

  

  

 


